With the Iowa State Home Economics Association by The Iowa Homemaker
Volume 5
Number 9 The Iowa Homemaker vol.5, no.9 Article 7
1925
With the Iowa State Home Economics Association
The Iowa Homemaker
Follow this and additional works at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/homemaker
Part of the Home Economics Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Publications at Iowa State University Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in The Iowa Homemaker by an authorized editor of Iowa State University Digital Repository. For more information, please contact
digirep@iastate.edu.
Recommended Citation
The Iowa Homemaker (1925) "With the Iowa State Home Economics Association," The Iowa Homemaker: Vol. 5 : No. 9 , Article 7.
Available at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/homemaker/vol5/iss9/7
6 THE IOWA HOMEMAKER 
With the Iowa State Home Economics Association 
The Financial Needs of a Child 
from 
IOWA STATE TEACHERS' COLLEGE 
Place: A farm home of moderate cir-
cumstances. A T ABOUT the age of five years, a child begins to feel the need of 
personal things which require 
money. That is the time that I would 
take him or her into my confidence and 
explain in simple language the source 
of money. I would not say that it came 
entirely from the father, but was the re-
sult of everybody in the family working 
together so that all might have the neces-
sary things of life, and sometimes some 
extras when the money could be spared. 
I would e;xplain that the money received 
must be used for clothes, food, education, 
Sunday school and church, to help others, 
for a savings account, and then have a 
little for each member of the family to 
use .as he wished. Each of these items 
would be talked over with the child to 
the extent that he could understand it. 
I would decide, with his suggestions, as 
to how much he should give to Sunday 
school and let him see to it that it was 
taken there, probably two or three pen-
nies, and would explain to him as to why 
Jesus wants us to give to the church. It 
might be wise to let him put the money 
in the ·collection plate at times so that 
he might feel that "we" were giving it. 
The questions concerning clothes and 
food should be largely decided by the 
mother, although I will advise that she 
give sufficient reasons to the child as to 
why he should eat a certain thing if he 
asks questions about it. As for clothes, 
I believe that a mother can talk to a child 
about what he should have, but in doing 
so present her side of the case in such a 
way that the child will choose as she 
wishes and still think that he is doing it. 
The same principle should be applied 
where the question of buying school sup-
plies is concerned, although in this case 
the child can actually give the money and 
make his own purchase of small things 
needed, as pencils, crayolas, etc. In or-
der to teach him to save, I would have 
his Daddy give him a few pennies at dif-
ferent times to put in his bank to use 
when he got big and needed it. And then 
there would have to be some money for 
him · to spend as he wished. I would 
have him see that the others in the fam-
ily will want to have this money, too, 
including father and mother, so it must 
be divided among all. At the age of 
five I think that a nickel a week is suffi-
cient and I would talk to him about the 
possibility of saving a part of that and 
putting it in the bank. 
Of course the child must do something 
in return for what he gets. If a mother 
makes a child feel that she needs him to 
help her, he will often suggest things 
that he might do. If he doesn't, then 
mother must make the suggestions, but 
not often in the form of a severe com-
mand. Both the boy and the girl at this 
age should be taught to pick :up their 
playthings, hang up their clothing, dress 
themselves, keep themselves clean, and 
run errands. The little girl loves to help 
mother bake a cake, sweep off the porch 
with her little broom, wipe the silver-
ware, and many little things like that if 
mother will only have patience with her 
while she is doing it and make her feel 
that she is helping. The little boy can 
carry in a few sticks of wood at a time, 
get potatoes from the cellar, beat rugs, 
etc. Both can help mother gather eggs, 
feed the chickens, have a row of flowers 
or vegetables in the garden (the flowers 
can be given away), pick up apples, and 
so many little things. Daddy often needs_ 
help to drive his team when he is doing 
certain kinds of hauling and that takes 
the child out-of-doors. Sometimes he may 
even use their help when doing chores. 
As the child grows older, he should 
each day become more of a partner to his 
father and mother, and I believe that 
both the boy and the gifl should have lit-
tle duties that aid both of the parents. 
These should gradually become harder 
and carry more responsibility with them 
as the child's strength increases and yet 
leave plenty of time for him to play. 
Often on the farm the father forgets to 
be the chum of his daughter and I think 
that is a calamity. I would not take a 
great deal for the companionship that I 
have had with my father in the great out-
of-doors. He has always made me feel 
that the little things that I do during a 
very busy season help and that has made 
me feel more useful. I have never been 
given anything very hard to do and he 
always has guarded me closely, but still 
he has made me feel that I have been 
taking a man's place, when I happened 
to be greatly needed . . Ever since I have 
been able to walk, I have always founrl 
time now and then to follow him around 
while he was doing chores and listen to 
him talk about various farm problems. 
Always, too, he has made me feel that he 
has trusted me with the monev. I would 
have the mother and the boy have inter-
ests in common, also, and be together in 
the garden, doing house chores, doing 
heavy housework, or helping out in the 
house during an emergency. 
By the time a child is fifteen years of 
age and in high school, he should be 
doing some of the family buying in the 
home town. The girl should be special-
izing in buying things for the house and 
at times for the outside, such as getting 
repairs or something ]ike that. The boy 
would just reverse this. Both should 
have a hand in keeping books for father 
and for mother and in that way they 
will begin to realize more and more the 
va.lue of money, how it is earned, and 
where it goeR. Bv this time mother 
should b~ ahle to leave home for a few 
days and nut entire responsibility of the 
houR<> 'n hf>r daughter's hands. Father 
shoulrl be ah\<) to do .the same· thing with 
rPsn~ct. to his son if there is no hard 
work to he don<>-only one of the parents 
should always be there. 
As far as money for themselves is con-
r.erned. I would have their Sunday school 
fund increased to a nickel, they would 
need Epworth League dues, and with 
thAir h elp in deciding the amount, a cer-
ta·n amount would be set · aside for church 
which would probably be at least five 
dollars a year. The amount for school 
supplies would be determined by the 
necessity for them and if the child has 
been made to feel that his work helps 
pay for them, he will not waste much or 
demand more than is needed. The amount 
of spending money might be increased to 
ten cents a week, with extra for special 
occasions. His attendance at entertain-
ments would be provided for by taking 
him to things supervised by the church 
and school or perhaps a good movie at 
times, when the whole family attended, 
or at least one of the parents. Once in 
a while he might be allowed to go with 
younger friends . 
The boy or girl could be allowed to 
raise a few chickens, a pig, or a calf, but 
in doing so I would have him keep an 
account of all expenses and only give him 
the actual profit. I would want to talk 
with him about the best ways of spend-
ing that money and encourage him to put 
most of it in the bank for a college edu-
cation. Some might be used for extra 
things very much desired as athletic 
equipment for the boy and little articles 
of adornment for the girl. 
No home is complete without music, 
so I would have a special fund set aside 
for that particular kind of an education. 
Both the boy and the girl should have an 
equal opportunity in this line of training. 
Of course there will be times when 
father and mother will have to make and 
enforce a few rules concerning the use 
would have the method that I have sug-
of money and the doing of work, but I 
gested be the dominating one. Each child 
is a new problem and must be studied 
so this meth0d will have to be varied in 
different aspects to fit the child. It 
seems to me as if this will make for a 
true partnership between all, a feeling 
of confidence in each other. a beautiful 
comradeship, and, best of all, a love for 
one another which will make greater 
happiness possible for all members of the 
family. And last, but not least, it will 
help many parents solve some of the 
puzzling problems which face them in 
this age of the world after the child has 
nassed the age of fifteen and begins to 
havp, the desire to get out and face the 
world alone. 
WE APOLOGIZE 
With apologies to Miss Josephine Arn-
quist. In the report on her paper . given 
before the Iowa State Home Economics 
Association there was a rather serious 
error. 
We stated that 4-H girls' club work 
was under the supervision of the Home 
Economics teacher in the community. 
Miss Arnquist's statement was: 
"The strength of our organization lies 
in the fact that the local people take the 
responsibility. Suggestions and help 
should be asked from the Home Econom-
ics teacher, she should lend her support 
to the movement, but should never ta.ke 
the local leadership. If she did, she 
would be apt to weaken her commun'ty 
rather . than strengthen it because when 
she leaves for the summer vacation her 
club will suffer. 4-H club work needs the 
support of the resident folks. It is an 
organization built up un unpaid leader-
ship. The watchword is Serv:ce." 
